Belasco's

PAINTED BAKDBOX OF 1820 CONTAINING WOMEN'S HATS
OF THAT ERA WORN BY FRANCIS STARR IN“THE LITTLE
LADY IN BLUE ”

Famous Producer Has

Curios All His Life
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Cathered Valuable
and Theatre Itself

Is Invaded to House Overflow

From Studio and Home

By FRANK VREELAND.

Fr‘RTI'.\'J\T]'l 1 the mun who hi- o
theatre where the memortes of past
triumphs of the stage linger ahont rup
sarivenirs of {he occasion, hat if that man
hus #lso a storage place flled with euros
whirh 12 considered to be haunted he s
thrice hlossed, neeording to current ideas
In sueh a happy situation 15 Davul B
laseo, whose Belusco Theatre 15 filled with
ald hand hills of Booth and other stug
celebeities and unusual prints of theatr
val prrl"(-r!rmn---'--'h(-sltlﬂ. mementoes of
Nanslgon-—so that it might be said to he
& paper mopumen! to past glores. In
addition he has a storepoom in connection
with s warehausze at 511 West Forty-
siyth street, where many of his most val-
ugtle “props” ure kept, dating back to
his first managerinl experiences, as well as
_[m.lnli.\ and |!u'..|'11!!\ of the antigies whae
M:. Belaseo is eonstantly collecting, even
if' they are not to he used to make any
production more realistie, but tnerely

coriplete his gssortment of arelies.
Lounging Place for Spooks.
It 1s the eolleetion in this storerooms,
valiued at 850,000, that is helieved hy He
lnsen henehmen to he a favorite lounging
plaee for spooks.  As might be expeeted
af the mpn who revenled s deep interest in
psrehin matters hy s production of *Th
Return of Peter Grimm” and *
nf Beckv.” My, Belasco himself holds 1o
the ides that spirits hover about the store-

I'he Case

renm—which ndicates how wide awak
thex are, even if dead, to pay altention
to such a fascinating display

Belasca's head property man, Matthew
Pureell, firmly believes that this room 1s
the rendezvous for the ghosts of plavers
whe even in thetr other state can't keep
from the paint and trappings of
heir profession. Mr. Pureell has heen
with Mr. Bélasen eighteen years. His
Crjlie mystivism  may aceount for hig
resdiness to see u ghost as well as a joke
Aund by the same token, being Irizh. he
tnkes his ghosts humorously and says the
ohusis are cood fellowe if }'ﬂu'@ not
alvad of tem

it he savs he's

Ivdl

known property men
whe didn’t care 1o he on speaking terms
with the wraiths,
have come out of

and whn consequent!y
the room
Watehmen private
aeeney have refused te go inin the place
unless aceompanied hy m propertvy man
whn =07t alraid of meeting the misty vis-
Caneerning one of Mr, Belosen's
ather storage houses, wifbre the
see e investiture is kept, a storv s re-
Iatedd of a watehman wha thought he saw
comething moving ona night and shaot the
walls full of bollets.

Mhe “haunted” storerosm. the ane con-
taining the smaller relies, unquestionably
has an eeria atmosphere. It is spooky, in-
deed. in the dim erepusenlar illumination
from a dusty skvlight, witl supernatural
forma seeming to float near the eciling—

promerty

ECIOATINE. from o

Hors

larger

even though one finds afterward that
they're only the sitkem hangminpge from
“Polly With a Past” Vague. threaten-

ine forms seem to lurk in the senn-dark-
nese, aid menacing arms seem stretohed ant
far one, bt one grows hald an findine
them nothing bit hreastplates. daer ant.
lers. hunting horne and swords—when 1he
lights go on.

The clestrio bulby sevesl » reom abewt

and half us wide, with
of the eurios on i eabinets
whieh must make it very convenient [or
the ghostly visitors. While looking over
hears
ehildren

ity teet long

[ TTLCES View

CUFOU~
the vowling of

the exhibits one nolsrs

the willhng,of

cits, the slamming of a cabiner door e
iund one's back—uand the writer, who
eard  them, isn't & spiritualist- not
vhile there's plenty of candle-power
The Array of Relics,
The eahinets whieh line the walls and
oerupy the middle of the room have

thesr contents elussified and arranged o
order.  fine contiins seores of French

clocks which have long sinee oeased 1o

keep tabs on eternity, another has dozens

ot eolomial cundlesticks  and  madiieval
lanterns, and a third holds _\ﬂrlls o) oeul
rlosswary o wll pernods  that - would

catse a lugh priecd smash 1f any spook
skvlarking among
wires negr the céling are strung  ex
violine in cases, ancent Indian
wicker work whiel uged in “The
Heart of Wetona,” and Crusaders’ hel
mets with eligin mail netting to ward off
stings more viejons than the best Jersey
mosguitoes eould give.

Altogether it 15 the oddest jumble of
the modern and the antigue, the eviliged
andd the savage, ouiid be hnddled to-
gether by anything outside of an earth-
quake. An old French mirror, used in
“Du Barey,” with its gilt still bright, |s
hung near an effigy from & venernble
Panch and Judy set said to he 150 veqrs
ald and loeking every minuute of it. A
large painted fan with 2 !nntl.or of peurl

darted

fHsave

Wilna

inng

hendle. reputed to have heen the prop
erty of Sarah Siddons. 18 framed just
ahove HEITE of Lineoln. i-il'ilfiJ‘ Leg

ansl Stopewall Jackson, while near by are
medicine sticks over which Indigns mude
a fuss whenever Lad the stomach
ache

On top of the cahinel roosts un ornote
painted  bandbox of 820 containing
women's Lats of that erf that were wormn
by Frances Stars in “The Little Lady
in Blue” while night beside it stands a
Inrge grocer's tin of graham erackers
In another eabinet 1= a modern English
while
are two archaic flintloek pistols of Turk-
ish make, a blunderbuss o couple of een
tumnes old, and an old English wine bus-
ket—na wooden shoavel in whieh the hottle
lay on its side for eare in potring—
which to # modern American would pos-
eess A hizhly antiquarian valne,

From the top of a Freneh eabinet—a
real antique used in “Du Barry”"—a bust
of Napolcon frowns down on some papier
mache bacon osed in “Dark Rosalesn”
—and frowns qmtc properly, when one
refleots hew the Little Corporal was
troubled with indigestion. A hristling
Freneh private's ear of the time of the
Frpire stands near s quist grand-
father's eloek which appenred in that de.
eidedly peaceful play “The Return of
Peter Grimm.”

A huge automobile horn that would
shake the innards out of a flivver in sus-

thev

peliceman’s dark lantern. hestde 1t

pended above a stand in whisch modern’

waiking sticks jostle guarled and eurly
ened canes of 1810 ahd 1854, and dainty
modern parseols are lined up agninst »
huge umbralla of the earliest (vpe, with
winlebond Abe and & spread of over alx

pt
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DAVID BELASCO ~~ ONE OF HIS FAVORZ£

ITE POSES.

shelterad hy it—und that
shows (he size of the family in those davs.
A guaranteed Homan hreastplate used 1n
“Adrea," Mre. Leslie Carter's vehicle, 19
placed alongside an innocuous ecarved
Swisa oloek, while undermneath a great
iron bound chest of the Captuin Kide

nennt to bhe

vaarigty, whieh wus part of the seitine
tar “Sweel Kitty Bellnirs,” reposes s
solidly as though weighted with bured

treavure, inatead of being staffed with
solg rushons

Oddities From the Orient.

Near 4 Mexican guitar nsed i “The
[towe of,the Rancho” and a moon larp
plaved in “The Dariing of the Gods”
uangs n puir of Chinese torture phers
whith were originally intended for use

“The Son-Daughter” and whieh look

like & pair of exaggeruted lemon squees

ers. Buddhist bronzes and .Japanese tes
sets nf valuable teak wood are mingled
with Opniental steel mirrors bought in

Berneath u
spreads (i
epohes of a large wheol from a loom that
i lu:b“ Yeurs alil

New York department store,

large purt of the cerling

und casts its shadow o

u st ool ll'E!"}lT"'l'r hooks from  “The
Woman,” whivh Property Chief Pureel!
retiarks drily “are heing kept as a sou-

verir of the duy when vou conld get vour
el
And besides," h a twinkle,
“thay’ll be
the men in the cast
look up a number.”
The room s especially  prolific  in
swords. A bushel of them are rammed
ligh vasge in one corner. and the
room sprouts them elsewhere—Roman
swords, old English sabres, five
foul blades swung in the Crusades, and ar
anvient English executioner’s axe,
Mr. Parcell exhibited agz a vers
means of promoting the acqunintance of

dds with
handy 1 the ghost of one of

who died WHN'S tn

into &
ey y

whieh

effivient

nneestors with their descendants

A eabinet withh one of the most interest
ing arrays in the whole exhibition— whiel
1= ticketed and entalogued, by the wi
is that eontaining the hed quilts of the
!';'-"‘h Wh?l‘l they nsed the hed Wigpmers or
view in one eorner nnd didn’t depend on
the Jamitor for beat, There are coyifort-
ere and counterpanes with the sort of
rigrag desigus and chromatie convalsions
that would warm a tubist’s heart, let alone
hi= fest. Some of them are beautifnl
evon from a modern standpoint, however,
and those that are ngly are none the less
valunble, like the Paisley shawls, of which
Mr. Belaseo has his fair share, Many ot
these coveriets were bought hv Mr. Be
laseo without any intention of applying
them to the A. H. Woods kind of produe-
tion, simply being purchased as part of
the entire eontents of Gen. Braddock’s
honee in Washington, which Mr. Belasoo

pped up as part of hig unending ¢am-
paign to equip himseif with a full line of
antinues.

Mementoes of Napoleon.

He knows every objeet in this store-
room by heart, and when he discovers
that one of them is missing not even the
omniscient property man questiong his
memory.  That singularly retentive mem
orv is one quality which Mr. Belasco has
in eommmon with Napoleon and mav per
haps necount for some of his sdmiration
for the great Corsican, for the manager
might be said to have acquired (he rem-
nants of Ronaparte’s empire.

He has many relics of the Emperor—
he aven has the last pair of shoss Napn-
leon wore—and the walls of his exccu-
tiva offiees are laden with pietures, many
of them rare contamporary printa, show -
ing the conquerer at the height of his
glory, in Jdeath and Saing carvied to hi-
last resting P Ou & trip to Pranse,

————— e

roperty Room Houses Antique Gems

ARMOR, SWORDS, EXECUT!ONERS AXE FROM THE
TOWER ‘OF LONDON MAILED GLOVES AND CASQUE
RESTING ON CEDAR CHEST DATED 1765,

though Mr

m Pans, it
spend  £20.000 for

had only balt
managed 1
.\Ilipli]'.‘n!lii' jMetiires
in that time,

Beliseo o dax

= saud thint he

and momentoes

There are sonvenirs of interesl 1In
Amencan nstory, off the slage
as on. On's wall in the Belasco offives
the onginal programmes
heneiit performunce for
“Ohur American Cousin™
an 11.;

as well

hanes one of
used for the
Lanra Keene of
at Ford's Theatre in W'l-e'r meton

might that Abrabinm Linecoln wis aseis
singled there. W, J. Ferguson, a memn-
her of the east, 15 shill to be found at
the Lambsz Club. The programme is

Hanked on each side by afidavits by R. 0.
Polkinhorn, the prnter, and b.\' Poter
Harr, toreman of the printing _*-hl‘!;-,

testing to e ,nith‘lith’JI_\. and the i
conspicnous line at the bottom™s<tating
that the programme was printed by
” P-ﬂklﬂ"nrn -:ﬂ-’l *-ln, prmll rs, D) street

FRENCH, SW15S AND ENGLISH CLOCKS, |50 YEARS

3 OLD.THE EN
CAREER IN

q._‘!SH CLOCK HAD A STAG_E
HE LITTLE LADY IN BLUE

near Tth, Waslungton, D. U, 15 further
evidence of 1ls gennineness, for Lhe
thrifty printers of fraudulent copies neg-
lovted to place this line on their counfer-
feal programmes,

There are contemporary engravings »
the shooting and the pursuit of -John
Wilkes Booth, and three rare pictures of
the assassin. The portrait of his father,
Junius Brutus Booth, bulks large in the
collection of pctures of stage notables
on the walls, for the print shows the
¢lder Booth breathing sulphur and flam:
in “Richard TIIL" Of course Johno
Wilkes's famous brother, Edwin Beoth,
is mecorded a prominent placa n the
gallery, and ot food for thought
to observe that and other of
s gront revivals
performed at & place called the Winter
Garden. ’

Anathier interesting Booth programme
15 that of the celebrated henetit prn-‘iu---
tion of “Hamlet™ for Lester Wallack at
the Metropolitan Opers House on May
21, 1888, with a distinguished ecast, in-
vluding Booth, Lawrence Barrett, Her-
bert Keleay, .Joseph Jefferson, W. I
Florence, Helena Modjeska and Rose
Coghlan—the latter being the only one
who can still answer the roll eall.

Of partiealar sentimental esteem are
pley bills of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean.
for 1t was with them that Mr. Belasen
made his first stage appearance, heing
carried on as a baby by Julia Dean in
the season of 1837 w “Pizarre,” and mo
doubt heing willing, though for the nones
unable, to deliver one of his feheitous
vurtain speeghes.  Besides these one finds
enormons dodgers advertising perform-
unees of Jefferson and Florencs m “The
Hivals" with & company ineluding Mre
Jabin Drew and Viola Allen; “The Sehen!
fur Scandal” at Mrs, Jobhs Drew's Areh
Street Theatre in Philadelphia; E. A
Sothern in “Home" at the London Hav-
maurket; Macready in “The Way to iiet
Married” at the Theatre Royal, Coven!
Garden—a questinn which was secming
puzzling them as far back as Februan
8, 170ti—and announcements of the fu
mous “Black Crook” at Nible's Gurden
and Barnum's Museum.

givia
“Hamlet™

Shakespearnian were

'0dd Facts From I*orelgn Parts

IT is, except in China, as fur from A to
It as i1 15 from B to A.

ellers have eommented upon the apparent

Many Lrav

ek of the knowledge of distances across

the country or hetween towns exhibited
by the Chinese, If

quired the distunce to the nex

ut ope town they in-

they were
li—one-third of a

pEl‘I.i.:]ln toid twenlty

mile; but upon armving at that town they

were surprised 1o learn that the distance
lllt'k Lo lhr starting pomi was estimated
at twenty-four W, and that the cost of

baek WS e -E'HEJIIII'.QI}

Journeying
greater than the cost of the journey
hither. This peculiarity extends also 1o
travel by river, the distance upstream he-
ing greater than that
eonfusion which hae thus arisen has
incomprehensible to foreigners.

Yet the Chinese method of measuring
s not alwgatber illogical. The unit of

e not with the (hineea o

downstrenm., The

Py

measuremen?
unit of length, but a nnit of energy. He
IISures n ilistanee, not v the
Space passed over, but h}' the amount of
phvsieal energy reqaired to cover the
space.

[is wage = hased on a nnit of energy,
wiich is the amognt it would take to
earry a given lead—ene peml (1583

¥

pounds) one li on level ground. If the
road 18 down hill the distance & recarded
05 less than the actual linear distance,
hecanse 1t 15 supposed to take less energy
to travel in that direction, or, as the Chi-
nese puts it, “The li are short.”

It naturally follows that, travelling in
the opposite divection, the voad heing an
fascenit, a grenter expenditure of enerygy
15 necessary.  “The I are long,” and in
order to get o fair compensation for their

work the earriers must see that the dis-
tance and the vorresponding ‘harge< are
increased.  This way of estimatine the
distance makes the Chiness system of

mensuremen! seem simple and even ru-
tinnal.

l ”E st
i the man-of-war,

which lives in the warmer parts of the
Atlantie, but whiech is earried far north-
ward by the it Stream and often drifts
United

_—

eonspirnons of jellvfishes
Portugneas

ashore along the eosat of 7tie
States.

Its mir filled buoy is semetimes six
inebes long. and has along the top o
highly enlored erest or sail that can he
lowored at will, Baneath are many tents

ales and prebrading menth parts. The

tentacles of the man-of-war can hold fishes
over six inches in length, altheugh the
eregiure usinlly tukes those of smallnr
~1Ee,

It grasps anything with whieh its lonz
tentacles come in contac t, and as the tenta-
cles cuan streteh down forty or fifty fes
helow, fishes of anv size may beeame on
tangled.  The largest fishes douhrles:
break away, but the tentacles are covere
with stinging cells that soen weaken an/
hsahle the victim, whieh the jellvfich the:
draws gradually eloser to ita hody, where
the numerons protrading and dise fipp
stomachs seize and absorb the soft parts
but leave the bones and seales almost n
taet.

The sting of the tentaeles is instant and
painful to the hnman hand. There 1= 2
specias of smnll fish, known as the man-of-
winr pilot, that is apparently mmin
*he pamlvring toueh of the tentac!es
sinee it lives habitnally nnder their <helter
Severnl of the pilot fish may feeominy
a single man-of-war. When Jisjurbed
by larger fishes they seek refuge amon®
the trailing temtaeles, where the pursning
fishes nften meet their fate. The remark
abla immunity of the pilets may be owirc
1o some seeretion that prevents the sting
fng colls of the tealaales Fram adhesag =
them,




